MEMORIAL TO  FREDERICK WILLIAM  II.         361

they must have to encounter at the beginning. Hence
those tyrannical regulations, by the aid of which they
have intended to fix the wretch to the soil on which
he had been planted. In the present state of your king-
dom there is no pretext for the continuance of this error.
It is time to eradicate slavery at which the heart revolts,
which drives away good subjects, or inspires them with
the desire of escaping. Banish, therefore, all unneces-
sary constraint; and this, which of all others is the most
unnecessary.

Yet, before deciding on any plan for the recruiting of
the army, it is requisite to consider, with all the atten-
tion which it merits, that of the most worthy of your
Ministers, Baron Hertzberg, who, to a comprehensive
knowledge of the wounds of Prussia, and the means of
prosperity and cure, joins the highest degree of public
spirit and patriotic love. He supposes it possible to
recruit the army by itself, so as to provide for every-
thing that the most restless state of politics can require.
Perhaps, and probably, his plan and mine may coalesce.
It is incontestably one of those which ought to be executed
at the very beginning of your reign; but let it be pre-
ceded by a law of enfranchisement, which shall procure
your efforts the universal suffrages of mankind, and their
combined aid.

It is not to a man so worthy as you, SIRE (and what
greater praise can be bestowed upon a King?), it is not
necessary to recommend, with respect to enrollments, the
religious observation of all the stipulations so unworthily
violated by your predecessors, or the pious rewarding of
soldiers who have distinguished themselves by long and
loyal service. Alas! SIRE, I have seen alms bestowed,
under the windows of your palace, upon men who, while
you were yet in your cradle, have shed their blood in
defense of your family. Your generous equity doubtless
will soften the rigor of their destiny. Remember also
the duty, the necessity, of educating the children of
soldiers, who at present are perishing in the most de-
plorable manner, in the orphan house of Potsdam, where
more than four thousand are huddled together. Human,
ity implores your protection of these wretched victims,er himny have sent you, at the moment when you have moste
